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ABOUT  WHEAT LAND
• In 1948, nine vis ionary Western 

Kansas residents decided to take 
matters into their own hands and form 
an electric cooperative. They were 
tired of being left behind by the big for-
profit power companies  that didn’t 
want to spend the money to connect 
rural America to the grid. And so, 
W heatland E lectric C ooperative was 
born.

• 20,000+ members
• 32,000 meters
• 14 Kansas counties  and parts of 3 

counties  in C olorado.





ABOUT  S UNFLOWER
Sunflower was formed in 1957 by 
six electric distribution cooperatives  
serving in western Kans as
Sunflower’s  primary miss ion is to 
provide an adequate, reliable, long-
term, wholes ale power supply and 
trans mission services  to our seven 
members at the lowest pos sible 
cost consistent with sound 
business  and cooperative 
principles . Our members’ territories  
now extend to more than 50 
counties  in central and western 
Kansas .



R ES OUR CE P OR T FOLIO
Sunflower takes a cost-
biased approach in its 
utilization of electric 
generation res ources  to 
ens ure energy is more 
affordable for our 
member cooperatives .



J ohns on C orner S olar
• 20 MW  AC
• C OD April 2020
• Located near Johnson City, KS
• PPA 
• Largest solar facility in the state of 

Kansas .

S unflower S olar at R us s ell
• 20 MW  AC
• C OD planned for January 2025
• Located near Russell, KS
• Sunflower owned and operated

S UNFLOWER  S OLAR





January 
2022

March
2022

NRE C A Conducted 
survey with Members

Sunflower engaged 
NRCO to evaluate 

different community 
solar structures

NRE C A pres ented survey results, 
Member Manager’s  advised 

Sunflower to develop a program 
utilizing Johnson Corner.

May
2022

Aug.
2022

Sept.
2022

Jan.
2023

Staff developed a solution that includes  a monthly 
solar charge as well as  a monthly solar 

adjustment and is an economic solution when 
compared to traditional rooftop solar.

Sunflower & NRCO met with cooperatives  
with current community solar projects to 

gather less ons  learned, recommendations , 
etc. 

P R OJ ECT  T IMELINE



March
2023

Sunflower BOD 
approved 

community 
solar program 
as  presented.

June
2023

Sept.
2023

January
2024

Feb.
2023

Staff held one-on-
one meetings  with 

members to discus s 
program logistics  & 

needs .

Pioneer E lectric 
launched program

April
2023

Staff developing marketing 
materials for members. Wheatland, Prairie Land, Victory, and Western have 

indicated Fall 2023 or later roll out of program.

Jan.
2023



• Data was collected through telephone and online 
surveying.

• 175 phone surveys
• 180 email surveys
• More than two-thirds of our membership said they would 

participate in a community solar project.
• Six in ten said that the financial rewards would be the 

most important factor in their decis ion to install solar 
panels  on their property or participate in a community 
solar project.

• One-fifth said that helping the environment would be the 
most important factor.

COMMUNIT Y S OLAR  S T UDY







Month Usage Energy Cost Service 
Charge PCA Tax Bill w/o Solar Solar 

Shares
Solar 

Energy
Solar 
Cost Solar Adj. Solar Adj. Bill w/ Solar Solar Participation 

(Savings) / Cost

(kWh) ($/mo) ($/mo) $ $ ($/mo) (kWh) ($/mo) ($/kWh) ($/mo) ($/mo)

Jun-22 2296 $221.53 $28.50 $15.09 $3.48 $268.60 8 1000 $40.00 ($0.06085) ($60.85) $247.74 ($20.85)

Jul-22 2556 $246.62 $28.50 $16.99 $3.83 $295.94 8 1000 $40.00 ($0.09046) ($90.46) $245.48 ($50.46)

Aug-22 2939 $283.57 $28.50 $58.23 $4.84 $375.14 8 1000 $40.00 ($0.10350) ($103.50) $311.64 ($63.50)

Sep-22 2812 $271.32 $28.50 $63.68 $4.75 $368.25 8 1000 $40.00 ($0.08155) ($81.55) $326.69 ($41.55)

Oct-22 2075 $200.21 $28.50 $46.99 $3.62 $279.32 8 1000 $40.00 ($0.06046) ($60.46) $258.85 ($20.46)

Nov-22 1994 $192.39 $28.50 $18.79 $3.15 $242.83 8 1000 $40.00 ($0.06712) ($67.12) $215.71 ($27.12)

Dec-22 1606 $154.95 $28.50 $13.63 $2.58 $199.66 8 1000 $40.00 ($0.05920) ($59.20) $180.46 ($19.20)

Jan-23 2146 $207.06 $28.50 $17.25 $3.31 $256.12 8 1000 $40.00 ($0.02526) ($25.26) $270.86 $14.75 

Feb-23 1918 $185.06 $28.50 $11.82 $2.96 $228.34 8 1000 $40.00 ($0.02713) ($27.13) $241.21 $12.87 

Mar-23 1396 $134.69 $28.50 $12.98 $2.33 $178.50 8 1000 $40.00 ($0.02611) ($26.11) $192.39 $13.89 

Apr-23 1854 $178.88 $28.50 $1.85 $2.74 $211.97 8 1000 $40.00 ($0.03556) ($35.56) $216.41 $4.44 

May-23 1666 $160.74 $28.50 -$20.50 $2.22 $170.96 8 1000 $40.00 ($0.03026) ($30.26) $180.70 $9.74 

Yearly Total 2104.8 $2,437.02 $342.00 $256.80 $39.81 $3,075.63 8 1000 $480.00 ($667.48) $2,888.15 ($187.48)

BILL BR EAKDOWN







Residential 
Load Ratio 

Share

Shares 
Allotted 

# of Customers 
Able to 100% 

Subscribe @ 1,000 
kWh

Lane-Scott 0.03 597 75
Prairie Land 0.08 1,554 194

Pioneer 0.18 3,359 420
Southern Pioneer 0.16 2,907 363

Victory 0.19 3,548 443
Western 0.08 1,526 191

Wheatland 0.28 5,259 657
18,750 2343.75

Based on 18,750 shares available for this program.

S OLAR  S HAR E ALLOCAT IONS



S UBS CR IP T ION MODEL OVER VIEW

Community solar asset (Johnson 
Corner) delivers energy to the grid.

W heatland Electric Cooperative 
delivers blended energy to all 
consumers

W heatland Electric Cooperative 
applies on-bill adjustments to 
Community Solar subscribers.
Subscribers pay a fixed monthly 
subscription payment to 
W heatland Electric Cooperative.Graphic Source: https://www.vniles.com/917/Community-Solar-Program 



VALUE P R OP OS IT ION
• No upfront investment.
• No damage to roof.
• E as y way to support renewable energy.
• Available to renters
• Monthly bill adjustments bas ed on solar 

performance.









QUES T IONS ?
Alli Conine

Director of M ember Services and 
Corporate Communications

W heatland Electric Cooperative, Inc.
aconine@weci.net

Erica Schmidt
M anager, Power Contracts

Sunflower Electric Power Corporation
eschmidt@sunflower.net
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